Survival of patients with surgery for lung cancer.
Lung cancer is the leading cause of death in oncological diseases all over the world. It is a major health problems in Bulgaria. Early diagnosis is of great significance for improving survival in this group of patients. The aim of this study was to analyze survival of patients with surgery for lung cancer. Retrospective information for all 86 patients with surgery for lung cancer during the period 1995-1998 was obtained from the surgery protocols in the Clinic of Thoracic and Abdominal Surgery at the Higher Medical Institute (Plovdiv, Bulgaria). However, relevant follow-up data were found only for 50 patients. Medical histories were provided by the Plovdiv Oncological Center. Kaplan-Meier analysis was applied to study survival of patients. The log rank test was used to compare cumulative survival functions between groups of patients with different stage at diagnosis. Univariate Cox regression analysis allowed the development of a model to assess the influence of the stage at diagnosis on cumulative survival. Survival was assessed till June 1998. Mean survival period was 15 months (95% CI 13, 18). Patients were divided into two sub-groups: group A (stage I and II) and group B (stage III and IV). The analysis showed a marginally significant difference in cumulative survival between two groups (p = 0.0599). The mean survival period of patients from group A was 18 months (95% CI 14, 22) while for group B it was 12 months (95% CI 9, 16). Univariate Cox regression model showed that the relative risk of patients in group B to patients in group A is 3.2 (95% CI 1.11, 9.06). Early diagnosis of lung cancer is of crucial importance for surgery management and prognosis in such patients.